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"WHOEVER reads an American book?" jeered Sidney
Smith in 1815. Fifty years later it would have been
hard to find an intelligent European who was not
reading American books, and chiefly Emerson's. In
that half-century the new continent had flowered in
him and in Hawthorne, Longfellow, Whittier, Whit-
man, and Lowell. Of these Emerson had come first.
He had made his voice heard around the world. It was
the voice of a seer who saw old things in a new light,
the voice of a prophet who understood the genius of
democracy and inspired men to a new faith in them-
selves. They called him successively "the sage of Con-
cord/* "the oracle of New England/' and "the wisest
American/1
His life almost spanned the nineteenth century. In
1803, when he was born, the United States was but an
infant nation still cutting its teeth. George Washing-
ton had died only four years earlier. The War of the
Revolution was a vivid memory in the lives of men and
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